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OCTOBER MEETING . 
The LE-HI-HO will meet on Sunday, October 25 at 2:00 P.M. in th 


Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki Avenue (Fountain 
Hill), Bethlehem, Pa. The church is located two blocks south of 1500 
Broadway. | 

Our program following the regular business meeting of this month 
will be entitled "Gay and Proud, June 28, 1970. We will listen to a 
documentary recording of homosexual riots in 1969, the rise of Gay 
activist groups, the Gay press, Homophile political action, Gay pride 
week, mass marchés in New York, Chicago and Los Angeles. The recording: 
is the voices of Gay leaders across America and sounds of massive Gay 
demonstrations. The narrator is Breck Ardery, news director of several 
radio stations. 


PLEASE NOTE - HAL GAY DANCE . 

LE-HI-HO would like to sponsor a bus to the HAL dance in Philadelphia 
on Friday evening from 9 till’2. Cost for the bus would be $3.00 for 
members, and $3.50 for non-members, with a contribution at the door 
as the price of admission to the dance. The bus would leave Bethlehem - 
ot 7 P.M. and return about 4 A.M. Call the office to reserve space. 
You_must leave a phone number so that if enough people do not sign up, — 
a last minute cancellation of the trip can be made. During this week 
preceeding the dance, ONLY, someone will be at the office to take your 
reservation. Call NOW. Don't forget to invite your friends. Any 
questions? Call the office. 


OF THINGS PASSED 

>. € September meeting of the LE-HI-HO took place at the Unitarian 
Shurch of the Lehigh Valley, on September 27, at 2 P.M., Garth W. 
presiding. Sixteen persons were present. 

The Secretary read his report, which was approved as read. 

Under matters of correspondence, it was reported that the LE-HI-HO 
has contacted all the clergy of the Lehigh Valley and Scranton-Wilkes-. 
Barre areas with a form letter, asking for support. So far, two replies 
have been received, offering assistance. The Jewish Community Center 
of Scranton is presenting programs on Women's Liberation, Pronography, 
and Campus unrest. We have written them offering our services. 

A report from the speakers planning committee noted that Father 
Clement of the New York City Gay Church will tentatively speak at our 
November meeting. A prospective speaker for the January meeting will 
be Dr Karnon, the new minister of the Unitarian Church of the LV. 

Under old business, the purchase of a telephone answering device was 
suggested and approved, with 4135 allocated for this purpose. The 
college movement at Kutztown State College has been given further 
impetus with a regular Homophile news column in The Keystone , the 
school's newspaper. 
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As new business, the need for a corresponding secrétary was expressed, 
and Henry offered to temporarily fill the position. The tentative 
formation of a Lehigh Valley Gay Liberation Front was announced by 
Matty Magliane. Matty and three LE-HI-HO members appeared on a radio 
program at Lehigh University concerning the Homophile Movement. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30, and Jerry Curtis, an independent 
Homophile lobbyist spoke to the membership about his activities in 
Harrisburg. 


FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | 
"Growing pains” have caused the HOMOPHILE ACTION LEAGUE (HAL) to 
move to new and larger quarters at 928 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
19107. The telephone number is (215) MA 7-0532. | 
“Meetings are held the first and third Mondays at 8:00 P.M. 
Their office is staffed from 8:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. six days of the 
week and from 2:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. on Sundays.’ 
Rb: & RK 
A call was received from the ARTHUR MURRAY DANCE STUDIO in Allentown 
for males to work part-time evenings (about 2 or 3 days a week) as 
dance instructors. The pay is good and they will train you for the 
work. Contact our office or Mr. Conrad at the Allentown Studio. 
Seb & kek 
Of interest to our friends in FLORIDA or anyone going there for a 
winter vacation would be the Metropolitan Community Church, P.O. Box 
5077, Miami, Florida 33131. Services are held every Sunday at 11:00 
A.M. at 3356 Virginia St. (2nd Floor), Coconut Grove, with a coffee 
hour prior to the service beginning at 10:15. 
R&R Rbk 
Anyone interested in a LE-HI-HO BICYCLE CLUB? I ama bike nut and 
would like to find people of similar interest to take short trips and/ 
or join with other groups in the Valley who have formed clubs. 
A good form of exercise and a nice way to meet people. Call or 
write the office. 


A LE-HI-HO MEMBER IN ACTION 

As a member of the Planning Committee, I decided to start an. active 
planning program by. not only reading from Homophile newspapers, but by 
actually going to these sources personally. 

My first trip was to attend Homophile Action League's "Gay Dance" 
held August 28, at St. Mary's Episcopal Church. I wore a LE-HI-HO | 
button which drew a lot of comments; “glad to see someone from LE-HI-HO. 
I was introduced to Jerry Curtis, registered lobbyist for Homophile 
groups. On behalf of LE-HI-HO, I invited him to speak at one of our 
meetings. He accepted and will be at our September meeting at the 
Unitarian Church. I also met two priests from St. Mary's. Father 
Wilson and I had a long conversation concerning the dance. The dance 
drew about 500 persons most of whom were under 21. Father Wilson 
thought it a good wholesome thought that this dance will keep younger 
people off the streets and provide social entertainment. I brought 
back a statement by St. Mary's concerning the HAL of Philadelphia. 

This statement is being reprinted and will be sent to every church 

and religious organization in Luzerne, Lackawanna and Lehigh county 
area, along with an open letter from LE-HI-HO for possibilities of 
starting social and recreational services for the Homophile communities 
in these areas, especially for persons under 21 years of age. Copies 
of St. Mary's statement will be available at the September 27th meeting. 

On Sunday, September 6, my second trip was to attend mass at the 
newly formed American Church, started by Father Robert Clement in New 
York City. The service had the essence of a united christian Homophile 
zeal determined that as they love their God, their God loves them. 
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After mass, a coffee and cake social was held in en ajoining hall, 
I met Father Clement and to my surprise, he was an aquaintance of mine 
twenty years ago. Father Clement and I talked about different aspects 
of the Church. He is a very interesting person with a great love for 
all persons and in starting this non-denominational Gay Church has 
proved it to all of his fellow men Gay and non-homosexual. I invited 
Father Clement to speak at one of our meetings and he said he would 
“be delighted. As soon as a speaking date can be put in order, arrange- 
ments will be made for him to visit. Father Clement's visit to the 
Bethlehem area is an event which we should consider for an open-to-the 
-public lecture, a dynamic opportunity to associate Gay and non-gay 
in the christian community. I have a statement by Pather Robert Clement 
on the “American Church" reasons for establishing a Gay church, its aims 
ete. There reprinted statement will be available at the September meet- 
ing along with color photos of Father Clement and the church. 

My third trip on Tuesday, September 8, will be to attend a meeting 
of the Homophile Action League in Philadelphia. I hope to establish 
a link of unity among the Homophile organizations of Pennsylvania. . 

My next trip will be to visit Mattachine of Pittsburgh. 

Bill James (Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

he next meeting will feature a recording concerning Gay activities 
in the U.S.A. I feel that the emotional impact of this recording is 
rather profound. And, that it should be listened to from a .philosophic 
point of view. The key word in that philosophy is UNITY. 

After listening to the recording a number of time, and undergoing 
the strong impact it has, I believe that one of the underlying aims of 
LE-HI-HO should be the unification of all Gay organizations to form 
(if I may be permitted the pun) a sort of CIO of Gayety. Despite the 
pun, look what the Unions of this netion have done for the slavery 
conditions of labor in the last century. So could a joint Gay organ- 
ization do for the "chained" condition of Gey people in the nation 

and in the world. 

Of course such unity takes time, and I believe all members of LE-HI1- 
HO should think of the remarks of Mr. Curtis at the last meeting when 
he noted the importance of starting with Unity of all Pennsylvania Gay 
organizations. 

I believe that LE-HI-HO should appoint a standing committee known 
as the “Committee on Unity" to work constantly on this matter. LE-HI- 
HO should support that committee financially by paying a modicum of 
expenses of individual members to make trips to foster such unity. 

Although I called my reference to the CIO "a pun", I should like to 
write a quotation from Samuel Gompers (1850-1924) which sounds very 
familiar to our Gay ears: 


"The trade unions are the legitimate outgrowth of modern 
society and industrial conditions. They were born of the 
necessity of workers to protect and defend themselves from 
enroachment, injustice and wrong. To protect workers in 
their inalienable rights to a higher and better life; to 
protect them, not only as equals under the law, their 
liberties as men end as citizens, to overcome and conquer 
prejudices and antagonism; to secure to them the right 
to life, and the opportunity to maintain that life; the 
right to be full sharers in the abundance which is the 
full result of their brains and brawn, and the civilization 
of which they are the founders and the mainstay; to this 
workers are entitled. The attainment of these is the glorious 
43 mission of the trade unions." 5 uel e 
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HARLEYSVILLE - 1970 
ach. year for the past several years, a committee, formed from a 
group of friends has sponsored a drag Miss America Contest on the same 
evening as the event in Atlantic City. As attendance is by invitation 
of committee members, this event is small (about 100 attendees), organ- 
ized, and most congenial. 

The contest is preceeded by a floor show which this year took the 
format of a television interview show, complete with commercials, acts, 
and a bevy of international beauties as guests. Contestants for the 
contest are drawn from those in the audience who have come prepared. 
This year, four persons entered the comedy drag division and seven 
entered the Miss America division. 

This year, “Willie” from the XYZ in Reading will reign in Queenly 
estate. As usual there were murmurs of "professional" competition. It 
seems to us, however, that we have seen a comparable amount of profes- 
sionalism on the part of some other contestants at other times. 


THE LIBRARY TABLE 
SEXUAL INVERSION, Marmor...Review by Duncan Wright (continued). 

In considering this section on the Social Sciences we will pause for 
a long moment on the first article out of respect for the author - Miss 
Evelyn Hooker. Our readers will remember Miss Hooker, perhaps, as the 
researcher who determined through the use of sensitive psychological 
testing and independent judges that homosexuality may not a pathological 
condition. She also chaired the recent "Hooker Report" for the National 
Council on Mental Health Task Force on Homosexuality which condemned 
discrimination against homosexuals, both by government and society at 
large. 

In Marmor's book, "The Homosexual Community” by Miss Hooker delin- 
eates some features and characteristics salient in the homosexual milieu 
of Los Angeles, which community has been her primary source of research 
for a number of years. Her work is confined to male homosexuals. 

"Distributed over a wide terrain, although not at random, and using 
a particular set of institutions, facilities, and areas, this large pop- 
ulation has developed an extended and loosely related contact community. 
In some parts of the network, ‘near communities’ have developed, e6s- 
pecially in residential areas of the city with heavy concentrations of 
homosexuals...For the most part, however, the network clusters are 
those of friends and acquaintances who may be widely scattered in resi- 
dential location. The forms of these network clusters vary greatly. 

The three most common are tightly knit clique structures formed from 
pairs of homosexually '‘married' persons or singles, many of whom are 
heterosexually married; larger groups with one or more clique structures 
as sociometrically central and a number of peripheral members; and loose 
networks of friends and acquaintances who may meet only at private par- 
ties or in the public service or recreational institutions adapted to a 
homosexual clientele." 

"Recause homosexuals make every effort to conceal their homosexuality 
from heterosexuals, especially at work, they live in two worlds. In 
their work world, they share the cultural values of whatever sector in 
which they participate. Their homosexual world, therefore, is largely 
one of leisure time or recreational activities." She continues, "For 
some people, the seeking of sexual contacts is an activity isolated from 
all other aspects of their lives. For others, the search is a two fold 
one, not only for sexual partners, but also for other persons who share 
their particular form of sexual preference and with whom the effects of 
the social stigma can be reduced and the pleasures of the in group en- 
joyed. | 

Clearly, Miss Hooker is fascinated by Gay bars, and discusses them at 
length in her description of the public Gay life. "A map of the city 
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(Los Angeles) on which the location of 'Gay' bars are plotted shows that, 


‘ag in residential areas, there is a clustering effect...The areas in 


‘which clusters of bars occur in Los Angeles are characterized by prox- 
“imity to one or more of the following areas: residential sections with 


‘heavy concentrations of homosexuals; beaches and other places of homo- 


sexual group recreation or leisure time activity; public entertainment 
districts-theaters and so forth; and areas of high tolerance and rel- 


- ative permissiveness toward other forms of deviant behavior." 


"One may observe in these bars one of the most standardized and 


characteristic patterns of social intersction in the 'Gay' world; the 


meeting of strangers for the essential purpose of making an agreement to 
engage in sexual activity, known as the 'one night stand'...While the 
agreement resulting in ‘one night stands' occur in many settings... 
their essential feature is the expectation that sex can be had without 
obligation or commitment. Regardless of person, time, place or city, 
in the United States, at least, wherever homosexuals meet, this expecta- 
tion is a stable, reproducible, standard feature of their interaction." 
"Nothing is more conspicuous in a 'Gay' bar...than the emphasis on 
appearance: on dress, manner, and body build. To furnish a genuine self 
in the exchange of partners, biography and prospects would be essential. 
In this meeting of strangers, activities disengaged from any ascriptive 


- eharacteristics is promoted. The pressures toward maintaining secrecy 


ebout work and personal biography in homosexual encounters are derived 


in part from funtional consequenses of their being revealed.” 


Bars serve as communication centers "for the exchange of news and 
gossip and the discussion of problems and hard luck stories. Practical 
problems, such as finding jobs, places to live, or lawyers may be solved 
with the help of friends." 

"Bars also serve as induction, training, and integration centers. 
These functions are difficult to seperate. The young man who may have 
hed a few isolated homosexual experiences in adolescense or indeed none 
at all and who is taken to a Gay bar by a group of friends whose homo- 
sexuality is vaguely suspected or unknown to him may find the excite- 


“ment and opportunities for sexual gratification appealing and may thus 


begin active participation in the community life. Very often, the debut, 
referred to by homosexuals as the 'coming out', of a person who believes 
himself to be homosexual but has struggled against it will occur when 

he identifies himself publically for the first time as a homosexual in 
the presence of other homosexuals by his appearance in the bar.” 

"In the bar world, the initate soon acquires a body of knowledge that 
includes a set of ‘common understandings'." These 'understandings' in- 
clude the implication of sex without obligation or commitment, the idea 
that a too familiar face does not make out, that ‘masculine! appearance 
and youth count very much, and that those over thirty-five can be expect- 
ed to pay for sex. 

Miss Hooker correctly believes that the vast majority of homosexual 
life is non-public. "In this life are to be found men who have estab- 
lished long-term living relationships with other homosexuals end who 
rarely, if ever, go to bars or other public establishments because of 
their sexually predatory and competetive character...Others, especially 
those of high occupational and socioeconomic status may restrict their 


community life to private social cliques out of fear of exposure or 


arrest. Others may not enjoy drinking or may find sufficient sexual and 
social companionship in homosexual groups...There are, of course, many 
homosexuals who are isolates.” | 

"In the cliques, groups, and networks of friends, social occassions 
like evening, dinner and cocktail parties are frequent...Some groups 
make special efforts to maintain social relations with heterosexual 
couples, usually ones who are ‘'wise'...These, couples, in my experience, 
are rare, except in literary, other artistic, and highly sophistocated 
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¢ircles. In the main, members feel uncomfor’iable on the presence of 
heterosexuals and prefer social occassions in which the guest list is 
made up of homosexuals, so that they can, in their phrase, ‘let down 
their hair'...Some homosexual cliques or groups make every effort to 
act in such a way as to minimize any indication of characteristics 

that would identify them as homosexual.” 

"In these relationships, sometimes called 'marriages', complex prob- 
lems of role management and practical problems of domestic establishment 
must be solved...Contrary to widespread belief, these roles are not 
clearly dichotomized as masculine and feminine. One does observe pairs 
with well defined differentiation, but they are in the minority. The 
terms ‘active or passive partner' and ‘masculine or feminine role, ' 
to distinguish members of a pair, are inapplicable to the greater number 
of these pairs. Instead, the variety and form of the sexual acts be- 
tween pair members, the distribution of tasks performed, and the chear- 
acter of their performance do not permit us to make such a differ- 
entiation. New solutions appear for which the old terms are inapp- 
licable, In part, we may attribute the emergence of new awe to 
the changing culture of the homosexual world. 

Ons of the important features of homosexual subcultures is the 
pattern of beliefs or jutification system. Central to it is the ques- 
tion of why they are homosexuals, including the question of choice. 

The majority believe either that they were born as homosexuals or that 
familial factors operating very early in their lives determined the 
outcome. In any case, homosexuality is believed to be a fate over 
which they have no control, and in which they have no choice. It 
follows that the possibility of changing to a heterosexual pattern is 
thought to be extremely limited...They believe that homosexuality is 
as 'natural' for them as hetersexuality is for others." 

We do not need to be told many of the things Miss Hooker says about 
the Gay world. Yet it is interesting to look at it through the eyes of 
an observer. And we could wish that very many more people could, like 
Evelyn Hooker, interest themselves in the Gay world with other inten- 
tions than comprehending that world and without prejudging it as las- 
civious, immoral, or unfulfilling as a way of life. 


NEXT MONTH: More of the Social Sciences 


CALLING ALL ARTISTS 

We are asking artists to submit designs of 2 masthead for our news- 
letter. The name, address, and telephone number should be included, 
but not the editor's name, date or other information that is subject 
to change. The design should not be larger than half of the first 
page of this newsletter. The selected design. will be electronically 
cut on a mimeograph stencil and become our permanent masthead. 


LATE, BUT IMPORTANT, NOTES - AND AFTERTHOUGHTS j 

Thanks to Bill vames for his article. We received the item too late 
and space was not available in last months issue. Some of the events 
are now history, but it is important to our members to know that Bill 
is out there plugging for the group. 

We APOLOGIZE to anyone who has tried to call us on the office tele- 
phone and has not found anyone in the office. Our answering equipment 
is on order and will be installed in the near future. It was important 
that the telephone be installed NOW because of getting the listing in 
the new directory. Too bad the answering equipment was delayed and 
could not be installed immediately. Also, the Wednesday evening hours 
from 7 to 9 are, according to a recent survey, one of the times when 
the least number of persons call. Wednesday evenings will also be on 
a hit-or-miss basis until the new equipment is installed. The tape will 
then inform you when a 'live' person will be in the office. 





